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Pandemic Influenza Questions 
100 Series:  Pandemics - General
	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	101*
	
	
	
	What is a pandemic?

	102*
	
	
	
	How does pandemic influenza differ from the flu that comes around every year?

	103*
	
	
	
	Have there been influenza pandemics before?

	104*
	
	
	
	What were previous pandemics like?

	105
	
	
	
	What are the chances there will be another pandemic influenza?

	106
	
	
	
	When will the next pandemic happen?

	107
	
	
	
	How bad will the next pandemic be?

	108**
	
	
	
	How much warning will we have in the US if a pandemic starts?

	109**
	
	
	
	How fast would it spread? Faster than regular flu?

	110**
	
	
	
	What number of people (by age, medical condition, and socioeconomic class) are likely to get influenza in a pandemic?  How many would die?  What are your assumptions?

	111
	
	Can we expect the same kind of things that happened in 1918?

	112
	
	
	
	Will people with strong immune systems be immune to pandemic influenza?

	113*
	
	
	
	You sounded the alarm about Swine Flu in 1976, spent lots of money, lots of people got sick from the vaccine, and the disease never went anywhere.  Why should we believe you now?

	114
	
	Can you get pandemic flu in different ways than regular flu, like from pets, insects, or water?

	115**
	
	
	
	How worried should people be?

	116*
	
	
	
	Could terrorists make an influenza virus for a pandemic and spread it?

	117**
	
	
	
	If pandemic flu comes to this country, who’s likely to get it first?

	118*
	
	
	
	Why do US pandemic planning scenarios, which estimate between 89,000 and 207,000 deaths from a flu pandemic, rely on “best-case” assumptions about the likely outcome, when the 1918 pandemic killed about 500,000 in a much smaller population, and the bird flu virus appears (so far) to be more deadly than even the 1918 strain?

	119
	
	
	
	What is expected of, by, and from the media?  What steps are you taking to address media coverage of anticipated and unanticipated occurrences?

	120
	
	
	
	What is the treatment for pandemic flu?

	121
	
	
	
	What should the public know now?

	122
	
	
	
	Why are pigs so important?

	123
	
	
	
	Is everyone at the same risk of serious illness or death in a pandemic?  Who is most vulnerable?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Pandemic Influenza Questions

200 Series: Preparedness

	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	201
	
	
	
	Do you have a plan?  What’s in it?

	202*
	
	
	
	Are we prepared for pandemic influenza?

	203
	
	
	
	Who’s in charge of preparing for an influenza pandemic?

	204*
	
	
	
	Are state and local government prepared for pandemic influenza?

	205
	
	
	
	What is being done to prepare for pandemic influenza?

	206*
	
	
	
	How much is being spent to prepare for pandemic influenza?  Is it enough?

	207*
	
	
	
	What is required by way of legislative authorization and appropriation?

	208
	
	
	
	What else should be done so that the US is prepared?

	209*
	
	
	
	How is the US working with the World Health Organization and other governments to prepare for an influenza pandemic?

	210
	
	
	
	What should the government be doing to prepare for the pandemic influenza?

	211
	
	
	
	What additional surveillance, if any, should be undertaken to identify the appearance and magnitude of influenza outbreaks?

	212**
	
	
	
	Who else should be preparing for pandemic influenza?

	213**
	
	
	
	What can __________[organization] be doing to prepare?

	214**
	
	
	
	What can local communities do to prepare for pandemic influenza?

	215**
	
	
	
	What can individuals do to prepare?

	216
	
	
	
	Of the 12 scenarios in the Department of Homeland Security “National Planning Scenarios”, pandemic flu is the one experts say is virtually certain to happen in the next decades, maybe in the next few years.  It is also the most severe in terms of lives lost, according to scenarios, apart from a nuclear bomb exploding in a major city.  Are we apportioning our spending on prevention to reflect this probability and its impact?

	217
	
	
	
	Is the current US investment of $5 million per year in surveillance in Asia for bird flu adequate to aid local officials in China, Vietnam, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and other countries where bird flu threatens to spread more widely in human?  Are we doing all we can, in particular in  Cambodia and Laos, where health systems are nearly non-existent?

	218
	
	
	
	Who are you working with in Congress?  How? In what order?

	219**
	
	
	
	With what other top managements, public and private will you be working with to ensure this goes well?  Who should deal with whom, and how?

	220
	
	
	
	What is expected of, by, and from the media?  What steps are you taking to address media coverage of anticipated and unanticipated occurrences?

	221
	
	
	
	Are the steps you are taking and proposing “available”, “desirable”, or “imperative”?

	222**
	
	
	
	What is your schedule for decisions and actions (when must what be done)?

	223**
	
	
	
	What is the review process you are using for your plans?

	224**
	
	
	
	What new information could cause you to change your plans?  How?


Pandemic Influenza Questions

300 Series: H5N1 Avian Influenza

	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	301*
	
	
	
	What is H5N1 avian influenza?

	302*
	
	
	
	How many people have gotten H5N1 avian flu?  How many have died?

	303
	
	
	
	Why isn’t this virus spreading rapidly now?

	304**
	
	
	
	What will it take for this virus to become pandemic?  How likely are those things to happen?

	305*
	
	
	
	Why are public health officials so worried about this disease becoming pandemic?

	306**
	
	
	
	Will H5N1 become pandemic? When?

	
	
	

	308**
	
	
	
	If H5N1 influenza becomes pandemic, what will happen?

	309**
	
	
	
	What is being done to keep H5N1 from becoming a pandemic disease?

	310**
	
	
	
	How does this disease get from birds to humans?

	311**
	
	
	
	How easily does H5N1 spread from human to human?

	31288
	
	
	
	Is this the disease that killed so many people in 1918?

	313
	
	
	
	Can you get H5N1 from pet birds, insects, water?

	314*
	
	
	
	Is it safe to buy and eat chicken and duck?

	315*
	
	
	
	What advice would you give to someone thinking about traveling to Southeast Asia?

	316*
	
	
	
	How would this disease be likely to get to the United States?

	317**
	
	
	
	What are the symptoms of H5N1 infection?

	318**
	
	
	
	Why is H5N1 so deadly?

	319**
	
	
	
	How can H5N1 infection be prevented?

	320**
	
	
	
	How are patients with H5N1 influenza treated?

	321**
	
	
	
	Is there a test that can tell if someone has H5N1 flu?

	322
	
	
	
	Have their been any cases of avian influenza in US poultry?  In people in the US?

	323
	
	
	
	How likely is it that H5N1 influenza will infect US poultry?

	324
	
	
	
	What will you do if H5N1 influenza is found in US poultry?

	325
	
	
	
	Does the US import poultry or other animals from countries where there is H5N1?

	326
	
	
	
	Can migrating birds spread H5N1?  Do birds that visit Southeast Asia also migrate to the US?  Could H5N1 get to the US this way?

	327
	
	
	
	Do we need to screen people coming into the US from Eastern Asia.  What if they look sick?

	
	
	
	
	


Pandemic Influenza Questions

400 Series: Influenza

	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	401*
	
	
	
	What is influenza?

	402
	
	
	
	What do the letters and numbers mean (e.g. H5N1, H2N2)?

	403*
	
	
	
	How does influenza spread?

	404
	
	
	
	Where do new types of influenza come from?

	405*
	
	
	
	How many people die from influenza?

	406
	
	
	
	Isn’t influenza just like a bad cold?

	407
	
	
	
	What do you mean by “types” of flu (A, B, C)?

	408*
	
	
	
	How can a person prevent getting the flu?

	409
	
	
	
	Why are pigs so important in human influenza?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Pandemic Influenza Questions 

500 Series: Vaccines

	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	501*
	
	
	
	What protection would be provided from previous vaccinations?

	502**
	
	
	
	Can a vaccine be made to protect against pandemic influenza?

	503
	
	
	
	What is the government doing to make sure there is enough pandemic vaccine for everybody?

	504**
	
	
	
	How long will it take to make enough vaccine for everybody?  What are your assumptions (e.g. facilities, final dosage, yield, rate-limiting steps, trade-offs)?

	505*
	
	
	
	Who will get vaccine if there’s not enough for everyone?

	506*
	
	
	
	Who decides who will get vaccine and who will not? How will they decide?

	507
	
	
	
	Will those at highest risk get the vaccine like they do now?

	508**
	
	
	
	Is anyone making vaccine against H5N1 influenza?  When will it be ready?

	509
	
	
	
	How effective will the vaccine for H5N1 be?

	510
	
	
	
	How safe is the vaccine?  How many people will get influenza or adverse side effects from getting vaccinated?

	511*
	
	
	
	How would the vaccine be distributed quickly enough if a pandemic breaks out?

	512*
	
	
	
	Should people get vaccinated now?

	513
	
	
	
	If everyone gets vaccinated, will there be enough resources to care for those who get sick from the vaccine?

	514
	
	
	
	What do people do who can’t take the vaccine?

	515
	
	
	
	Will non-citizens get vaccine?

	516
	
	
	
	Against what viral strains should the production of vaccine be contemplated?

	517
	
	
	
	What are the advantages and disadvantages of whole and split virus vaccines?  Is there a role for both?  Under what conditions?

	518
	
	
	
	Would the use of vaccines that protect against “normal, seasonal flu be helpful in a pandemic?

	519
	
	
	
	How are influenza vaccines made and what quality control and testing must be done at each stage of production of a new vaccine?

	520
	
	
	
	What field trials need to be conducted, with what dosages, what number of doses, and in which population groups?

	521*
	
	
	
	What efficacy do you expect from a pandemic flu vaccine(disease protection, reduced mortality, duration of immunity)?  Will it vary by group?

	522
	
	
	
	How long would it take for inoculation to confer protection?  How long would immunity last?

	523*
	
	
	
	What side effects, of what type and severity, and in what frequency, do you predict for the new vaccine?  What groups will be at most risk (e.g., babies, elderly)?


Pandemic Influenza Questions

500 Series: Vaccines (cont’d)
	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	524
	
	
	
	What additional surveillance will be required to detect different types and frequencies of side effects?

	525
	
	
	
	What do you estimate as the dollar cost of vaccine production and administration? What are the components of the estimate?  What additional, indirect costs (e.g. litigation) do you anticipate?

	526
	
	
	
	What vaccination objectives are you recommending (e.g. total number to be vaccinated, dosages and schedules in different groups, reaching what socioeconomic levels, over what time span, completed by when?  What would be ideal?  What would be satisfactory?

	527
	
	
	
	Given your vaccination objectives, what roles do you see for whom (federal/state/local agencies, private manufacturers, insurers, health care providers, NGOs, others)?  What are the weak links and issues that could disrupt implementation?

	528
	
	
	
	How should HHS be organized internally to play its part?  How should it be linked to DHS, WHO, and others?

	529
	
	
	
	How will you minimize confusion over who is in charge of development, production, and distribution?

	530
	
	
	
	With what other top managements, public and private will you be working with to ensure the vaccine process goes well?  Who should deal with whom, and how?

	531
	
	
	
	Are the steps you are taking and proposing for vaccines  “available”, “desirable”, or “imperative”?

	532
	
	
	
	What is the review process you are using for your plans?

	533
	
	
	
	What new information could cause you to change your plans regarding vaccines?  How?

	534*
	
	
	
	How likely is it that a new vaccine for avian flu would cause Guillain-Barré Syndrome like the swine flu vaccine did?

	535
	
	
	
	If two doses of the vaccine are going to be needed, why not make the vaccine now and give everyone the first shot now, before a pandemic starts?

	536
	
	
	
	What liability coverage will be provided to vaccine manufacturers and health care providers who will administer the vaccine?

	537
	
	
	
	If a pandemic starts and there isn’t enough vaccine, what will people be able to do to protect themselves?

	538
	
	
	
	Will the vaccine be given as a shot or a nasal spray?

	539
	
	
	
	Will people have to pay for pandemic influenza vaccine like they do for regular flu vaccine, or will it be free?  If they have to pay, how much will it be?

	540
	
	
	
	What health problems could people have that would keep them from getting vaccine for pandemic flu?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Pandemic Influenza Questions

600 Series:  Antiviral Medications

	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	601*
	
	
	
	Are there available medicines that can prevent or treat influenza if a pandemic breaks out?  How effective are they?

	602**
	
	
	
	Under what circumstances would you advocate the use of antiviral medications?

	603*
	
	
	
	Will the medicines work against any influenza?  H5N1?

	604**
	
	
	
	How much of these medicines are available?

	605*
509
	
	
	
	Why isn’t there enough? Why does the US influenza pandemic plan include stockpiling enough antiviral flu medication for less than 1% of the population, when the World Health Organization recommends enough for 25%, and a recommendation followed by Great Britain, and the Infectious Disease Society of America, recommends twice that? 

	606*
	
	
	
	Should individuals get this medicine and keep it in case of a pandemic?  How long do they keep?

	607**
	
	
	
	How would these be dispensed in an emergency?

	608
	
	
	
	Will non-citizens get medications in an emergency?

	609
	
	
	
	

	610
	
	
	
	Are the steps you are taking and proposing  regarding antiviral medications “available”, “desirable”, or “imperative”?

	611
	
	
	
	What is the review process you are using for your plans regarding antivirals?

	612
	
	
	
	What new information would cause you to change your plans and proposals regarding the stockpiling and use of antivirals??

	613
	
	
	
	If there is a pandemic and not enough antiviral medication, who will get it?  Who decides?  How?

	614
	
	
	
	Medications for influenza only shorten the illness by one day.  How useful would they really be in a pandemic?

	615
	
	
	
	Oseltamivir is an important antivirtal, but only one company in the world makes it.  Will the US be able to get enough?

	616
	
	
	
	Will antivirals still be prescription-only if there is pandemic influenza?

	617
	
	
	
	People get bacterial infections after having the flu.  Will there be enough antibiotics if there is a pandemic?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Pandemic Influenza Questions

700 Series: Response

	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	701*
	
	
	
	How will you know if a pandemic has started?

	702
	
	
	
	Can pandemic influenza be stopped once it starts?

	703
	
	
	
	What will be done to stop or slow the spread if a pandemic starts?

	704*
	
	
	
	What will be done to protect US borders to keep a pandemic influenza virus from getting in?

	705*
	
	
	
	What is quarantine?

	706*
	
	
	
	What is isolation?

	707
	
	
	
	Where would you quarantine and isolate people?

	708*
	
	
	
	Can I be forced into quarantine?

	709
	
	
	
	How will quarantine affect the activities of daily living (work, getting food)?

	710*
	
	
	
	Quarantine and isolation didn’t work in the 1918 pandemic.  Why do you think they will work now?

	711
	
	
	
	What kind of changes in life/society can we expect in a pandemic?

	712**
	
	
	
	What would you want people to do in a pandemic?

	713
	
	
	
	How would people receive medical treatment in a pandemic?  Can hospitals handle it?

	714
	
	
	
	Who would be in charge?

	715
	
	
	
	What makes you think your plan regarding community containment and infection control would work?

	716
	
	
	
	How will the needs of people sick, in isolation, or quarantine be cared for if they are not in a hospital?

	717*
	
	
	
	Will the measures people were told to take during the flu vaccine shortage this year protect people form pandemic flu (hand washing, covering your mouth when you cough)?

	718
	
	
	
	Will it help to wear masks if there is a pandemic?

	719
	
	
	
	If bird flu breaks out in humans in Asia, as many experts predict it will, what will the response of the world community be?  Are there adequate stockpiles of antivirals in Asia to contain such an outbreak, and, if not, will be likely to send our limited antiviral supplies to Asia when news of a pandemic hits?

	720
	
	
	
	How should HHS be organized internally to play its part?  How should it be linked to DHS, WHO, and others?

	721
119
	
	
	
	What is expected of, by, and from the media?  What steps are you taking to address media coverage of anticipated and unanticipated occurrences?

	722
	
	
	
	Are the steps you are planning to take and proposing “available”, “desirable”, or “imperative”?

	723
	
	
	
	What is the review process you are using for your plans?

	724**
	
	
	
	What new information would cause you to change your plans and proposals?

	725*
	
	
	
	What’s different between 1918 and now that makes you think a pandemic might go differently?

	726**
	
	
	
	How and where will sick persons receive care?

	727**
	
	
	
	How and when will measures like quarantine and isolation be used?

	728**
	
	
	
	What signs and symptoms should people look out for during a pandemic?

	729**
	
	
	
	What will you recommend people do if they show signs and symptoms of pandemic flu?

	730
	
	
	
	Will emergency rooms, clinics and doctors’ offices have separate waiting rooms for pandemic flu patients?


Pandemic Influenza Questions

800 Series: Mental Health
	No.
	
	
	
	Question


	801
	
	
	
	Should I be afraid?

	802**
	
	
	
	What can I do about feeling anxious?

	803
	
	
	
	What is the best way to address or manage feelings of anxiety?

	804**
	
	
	
	Are there certain things I should do to help manage worries about pandemic influenza?  Are there things I should avoid doing?

	805
	
	
	
	What is being done to help the community cope with fear and anxiety?

	806
	
	
	
	Is it normal for me to feel anxiety or stress when nothing has happened yet?

	807**
	
	
	
	Since there may not be enough vaccine or antiviral medicines should I feel hopeless?

	808
	
	
	
	Who is available to assist individuals who may be experiencing stress and anxiety?

	809
	
	
	
	Are federal officials concerned about the possible increase of alcohol and drug use in alleviating feelings fear and stress?

	810**
	
	
	
	What is being done to support the resilience and strength of the community in the pre-pandemic period?

	811
	
	
	
	What can I do to help myself and others remain calm?

	812
	
	
	
	What resources are available to the community to help manage feelings of anxiety and stress?
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